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March 5th, 12:00 pm 

to 1:30 pm, Marketing 
and Communications 
Information session, 
Regis College Bachelor’s 
at NECC. Haverhill 
Campus, Spurk Building 
(C209) 


March 7th, 12:30 to 1:30 
pm, College Students 
Living with a Chronic 
Condition. Haverhill 
Campus, One Stop Stu- 
dent Center, 

(SC106) 


March 13th, 7:30 am 

to 9:00 pm, 4th Annu- 

al White Ribbon Day. 
Haverhill Campus, Hart- 
leb Technology Center, 
(TC103) 


March 15th, 12:00 am 

to 5:00 pm, deadline for 
Peace Poetry Contest. 
see Peace Poetry Contest 
page for more informa- 
tion. 


March 17th, Spring 
Break Begins. 


March 19th, 12:30 pm 

to 1:30 pm, Adult Color- 
ing: Stress reduction and 
Management workshop. 
Haverhill campus, One 
Stop Student Center 
(SC106) 


The sun breaks out over the sports and fitness center following the large storm system 


Heavy snow causes power outages and closes schools 


By BRENNAN COONEY 
Editor in Chief 


NECC was eerily quiet as 
students filtered in for eve- 
ning classes on Monday. 

Where, usually, one en- 
tire complement of students 
would be traded for another, 
the cancelling of day class- 
es due to inclement weath- 
er meant that the Haverhill 
campus was uncharacteristi- 
cally still. 

Fresh, perfectly flat snow 
covered the quad, radiant in 
the evening sun as the quiet 
of a sleeping forest began to 
be interrupted by cars and 


trucks arriving as campus 


opened. 

Northern Essex was far 
from the only quiet campus 
as a result of this winter 
storm, which swept across 
Massachusetts March 3 and 
4. 
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Haverhill public schools 
were also closed, among 
many other _ institutions 
as towns grappled with 
mounds of heavy, wet snow. 

Weather.com reports that 
Logan Airport’s _ official 
snowfall came in at 10.6 
inches, although the snow 
exceeded a foot in areas 
along the North Shore. The 
snow got as high as 14 inch- 
es in Peabody, according to 
CBS Boston. WCVB reports 
that as many as 60,000 cus- 
tomers were without power 
as a result of this storm. 

As March gets rolling 
and thoughts turn to spring, 
the longer days and warmer 
sun will be a big comfort. 

But we are far from out 
of the proverbial woods yet. 


Snowbound. 


Photo by Brennan Cooney 
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March 5, 12:30 pm 
to 1:30 pm. Lunch and 
Learn: How Social Me- 
dia stories go Viral 
with Professors Sheila 
Muller and Judi Ciam- | 
pi. Part of the Center for 
Business and Account- 
ings Lunch and Learn 
Series. Spurk Building 
(C) on the Haverhill 


| campus, C201 


March 5 & 6, 12:30 
pm to 1:30 pm. One 
Geographic Region 
Book Group. NECC 
Librarians and Faculty 
converse with students 
about Edwidge Danti- 
cat’s “The Farming of 
Bones.” Located at the 
Bentley Library on the 
Haverhill campus. 


March 7, 5:00 pm 
to 6:00 pm, Northern 
Vermont University 
Transfer Day for spring 
NECC graduates. Lo- 
cated at the Lawrence 
Campus, 420 Common 
Street, (Building LH) 
2nd Floor Lobby. 


Haverhill Campus 
100 Elliott St., Spurk Build- 
* ing, Room 110C 


Lawrence Campus 
45 Franklin St. main 


Call 978.556.3333 from a 
cell phone. Extension 3333 
from any campus phone. on 

either campus. 
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Fake hate crimes deepen divide 


By BRENNAN COONEY 
Editor-in-Chief 


The recent staged hate crime 
organized by Jussie Smollett is 
but the latest symptom of a dis- 
turbing trend in the current cul- 
tural and political environment. 
Disproportionately experiencing 
these fake hate crimes are col- 
lege campuses around the coun- 


try. 

The BBC reports that a “Chi- 
cago judge has said that if true, 
the actions of Smollett are ‘utter- 
ly outrageous’ and ‘despicable’” 
Certainly, the public reaction to 
learning of Smollett’s hoax was 
at least as strong as their initial 
response to his claim. The idea 
that someone would manufacture 
a politically-charged incident to 
garner sympathy or even just 
attention might seem outlandish 
and prone enough to backfire to 
be a very rare occurrence. But, 
it’s not as rare as it should be. 

In December of 2014, The 
New York Times reported that 
a young Muslim woman from 
New York, Yasmin Seweid, was 
charged with filing a false report. 


Miss Seweid had claimed a mob 
of white men had attacked her 
while yelling support for Donald 
Trump, and pulled off her hijab. 
She recanted the story and admit- 
ted she made it up due to “family 
problems.” 

At the University of Michi- 
gan in 2016, a student admitted 
to fabricating a story about her 
face being scratched as part of a 
hate crime, the New York Daily 
reports. 

Not a year later in 2017, The 
College Fix reported that a stu- 
dent had faked a threat and slur- 
filled letter she reported at St. 
Olaf College. To explain her ac- 
tions, the young woman claimed 
it had been to “draw attention to 
concerns about the campus cli- 
mate.” 

It cannot be overstated how 
counterproductive it is to engi- 
neer racial and political incidents 
to try to address a college campus 
climate. One need only look to 
the response that Mr. Smollett’s 
staged attack garnered to see the 
wages of engineering hate. 

The student from St. Olaf 
was not alone in her explanation 
though, it appears that “concerns 
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about racism/islamophobia/etc” 
is a common justification for 
fabricating hate crimes, albe- 
it retroactive justification since 
the guilty party will, of course, 
only admit to forgery if they are 
caught. 

This is unacceptable behavior. 
Not only for the clear and obvi- 
ous reason that faking a racially 
motivated crime is reprehensible 
on it’s own. Beyond that, such 
incidents expose a severe witch 
hunt mentality. In what reason- 
able mind is it concluded that 
“there hasn’t been a good hate 
crime to protest in awhile?” It is 
not enough, it seems, to address 
the legitimate and visceral cul- 
tural and political divides that 
already cuts down the center of 
our culture. Nor will it do to en- 
gage the right in measured and 
informed discussion. Instead, this 
recurring boogeyman caricature 
of the white man in a MAGA hat 
must be proliferated, for the sake 
of browbeating and moral grand- 
standing against those whose po- 
litical positions the “victim” of a 
staged attack finds disagreeable. 

I can think of few better ways 
to destroy any shred of goodwill 


that persist between the politi-: 


cal camps, and to halt dialogue 
before it begins. What common 
ground is there to be had with a 
mindset that, lacking an enemy 
vicious enough to justify retalia- 
tion, will create it. It is not dif- 
ficult for even the most sensible 
on the right to look at such inci- 
dents and come to the conclusion 
that the entrenched left in aca- 
demia has already decided they 
are two-dimensional creatures of 
evil, and that discussion is point- 
less. 

But I would argue that it is not 
only the right that loses in this 
scenario. Fake hate is a down- 
ward spiral for those who perpe- 
trate it, and those who buy into 
it. Political disagreement does 
not have to be vitriolic, someone 


Roaming Repo 


with a different position to one’s 
own is not necessarily cause to 
hate and fear them. But in this 
downward spiral, the feedback 
loop of propaganda staining re- 
ality, suddenly a populist, patriot, 
or even classical liberal becomes 
persona non grata. 

Not to mention the extra scru- 
tiny any report of a hate crime 
must now undergo, beyond what 
a sensible investigation would 
have done anyway. That well has 
been poisoned. What was once 
legitimate intention of stopping 
some of the worst crimes, was 
turned into a politicized mallet 
with which to batter the opposi- 
tion until its original intent was 
lost entirely and its credibili- 
ty was exhausted in the court 
of public opinion. Faking hate 
crimes hurts hate crime victims. 
Not people who commit hate 
crimes. 

But these incidents show some 
are not satisfied with meeting 
their opponents on the grounds of 
policy or even worldview, it must 
be moral. Their political counter- 
parts are not being reprehensible 
enough for them to hate, so they 
will make them so. Consequenc- 
es be damned. 

The second great contributor 
to this moral panic is without 
question the 24 hour news cy- 
cle. Infamously, the mainstream 
media dogpiled kids. from the 
Covington Catholic School after 
short clips and photographs were 
taken that appeared, emphasis on 
appeared, to show the children 
taunting and jeering at Native 
American demonstrators. This 
was more a story written from a 
photo than a photo to accompany 
a story, and for days major outlets 
ran with it, dragging the names of 
high school children through the 
mud. Several walkbacks, half-re- 
tractions and a lot of lawsuits 
later, that battle continues. The 
Covington incident pairs perfect- 
ly with Smollett’s fake crime in 


issue 


that major networks dropped the 
ball on these stories and dropped 
it hard. Rather than reserving 
judgement and looking for the 
various testimonies and other 
video that explained the situation 
at the Lincoln memorial, and ex- 
ploring inconsistencies and prob- 
lems in Smollett’s story further, 
partisan media took what was 
needed for the narrative and let 
it ride until those chickens came 
home to roost. 

Fake hate crimes are ultimate- 
ly damaging to all involved, and 
does more to discredit actual vic- 
tims than achieving any kind of 
discussion. As a political weap- 
on, it is a disingenuous strategy 
of perpetuating stereotypes and 
character assassination by asso- 
ciation. 

The divides in this country, 
in the west in general, are very 
real and getting deeper every 
day. Vitriolic exchanges have 
become the order of the day. A 
worldwide clash of polar oppo- 
site philosophies, there are riots 
and elections and more froth- 
ing-mouthed rhetoric than any- 
one can stomach. But for better 
or worse we must deal with peo- 
ple as they are. Not as they ought 
to be to suit a narrative. 

But I wonder if painting the 
right as jackbooted serial killers 
is a coping mechanism of sorts. 
To be able to say all one’s oppo- 
sition are simply the epitome of 
evil makes the struggle simple 
and straightforward. But when 
they are people, real people with 
real families to feed and legiti- 
mate concerns about the state 
of our nation, that is scary. It is 
safe and easy to attack the face- 
less stereotype one assumes their 
opponent to be. Sitting down 
across the table from someone 
as different as night and day to 
you is terrifying because there’s 
a chance you might be wrong. 


rter will return next 


() observer.necc.mass.edu @theneccobserver 


Page 3 » NECC Observer * March 6 2019 


Opinion 


fF] facebook.com/neccobserver 


Real victims 1n a fake-news world 


What Jussie Smolletts staged attack means for victims 


By ALEXIS FONTAINE 
Opinion Editor 
When Jussie Smol- 
lett filed a police report 
claiming that two masked 
attackers wrapped a rope 
around his neck, poured 
a substance (possibly 
bleach) and screamed 
“MAGA country” at him 
early morning Jan. 29, the 
country immediately went 
into a firestorm. People of 
all walks of life, includ- 
ing celebrities, political 
figures, and anyone with 
social media chimed in, 
wondering how some- 
thing like this could hap- 
pen? It also overwhelm- 
ingly reiterated a point 
that many people feel to- 
day, being that if you wear 
a MAGA hat or support 
President Trump, you are 
inherently a racist, and 
this attack only proves it. 
But then something in- 
teresting happened, the 
story kept changing, new 
evidence kept coming out 
that was leading police 
to believe that Smollett 
staged the attack himself 
in an effort to advance 
his career, and increase 
his salary. It was a shock 
to many, and left peo- 
ple reeling, wondering 
again, how could some- 
thing like this happen? 
Smollett, can face one 
to three years prison time 
for filing a false report. 
While this case brought 
up a lot of racially charged 
issues and topics on the 
forefront, it left me won- 
dering, what kind of ef- 
fect does this have on 
false accusation stigmas? 
In American culture, 
particularly cul- 


rape 


Victim shaming for so many of these acts (rape, hate crimes, etc) is a real thing. 
- Haley Abernathy 


> 


ture and sexual assault 
allegations there is al- 
ready a pretense to not 
believe the victims. 

Despite the fact that 
false reporting on sexu- 
al assault on the nation- 
al level falls somewhere 
between two percent and 
ten percent according to 
the National Sexual Vio- 
lence Resource Center, of- 
ten times when a woman 
comes forward the first re- 
sponse is that she is a liar. 

Looking at high pro- 
file cases like Anita Hill 
and Supreme Court Nom- 
inee Clarence Thom- 
as, where Hill accused 
Thomas of sexual mis- 
conduct, the polls found 
that far more people be- 
lieved Thomas than Hill. 

According to a 1991 
poll conducted by NBC/ 
Wall Street Journal, 40 
percent believed Thomas 
compared to 24 percent 
believing Hill. Looking 
at the Supreme Court 
Judge Nominee Brett Ka- 
vanaugh sexual assault 
allegations made by pro- 
fessor Christine Blasey 
Ford, it left the coun- 
try even more divided. 

According to an NPR/ 
PBS NewsHour/Marist 
poll they found that about 
a third (32 percent) be- 
lieve Ford, about a quarter 
(26 percent) believe Kava- 
naugh and 42 percent were 


unsure who to believe. 

While more Americans 
believed Ford than Kava- 
naugh, overwhelmingly it 
seemed that people were 
unsure of what to believe. 

Jussie Smollett does 
not help in cases like 
these where victims 
come forward, and it 
seems you are not sure 
who or what to believe. 

It should be not- 
ed that in. both cases, 
Thomas and _  Kavana- 
ugh were confirmed into 
the Supreme court de- 
spite the allegations. 

We are currently in the 
era of the #{MeToo move- 
ment, but how helpful has 
this movement really been 
for both women and men? 

A 2018 study done 
by Pew Research found 
that the increased focus 
on sexual harassment 
has made 51 percent of 
American men feel that it 
is harder for them to in- 
teract with women in the 
workplace. Americans 
see little upside for wom- 
en’s workplace opportu- 
nities as a result of the 
increased focus on sexual 
harassment and _ assault. 

Just 28 percent say it 
will lead to more oppor- 
tunities for women in the 
workplace in the long run, 
20 percent say it will lead 
to fewer opportunities and 
51 percent say it won’t 


eae 000 oes. 


You can reach us at: 


978-556-3027 


make much ofa difference. 

Despite these feelings 
in the workplace, the 
#MeToo movement was 
a way for women who 
were victims of sexual as- 
sault to band together, and 
shed a light that it is ok 
to discuss sexual assault. 

Oftentimes victims 
of sexual assault (wom- 
en and men) do not 
come forward immedi- 
ately after the assault. 

This confuses many 
people, because when 
they do come forward, 
often in high profile cas- 
es, people will begin to 
question their motives. 

For fact checking’s 
sake here is a small list 
of just some of the many 
reasons why sexual as- 
sault does not go _ re- 
ported according to the 
National Institute of Jus- 
tice. Self-blame or guilt. 

Shame, embarrass- 
ment, or desire to keep 
the assault a private mat- 
ter. Humiliation or fear of 
the perpetrator or other 
individual’s perceptions.’ 

Fear of not being be- 
lieved or of being accused 
of playing a role in the 
crime. Lack of trust in the 
criminal justice system. 

While it is very disheart- 
ening that a lot of these 
crimes go unreported, it 
is much sadder that when 
a woman or man shows 


| This paper is your voice, too! 
_ We want to see what you have to say. 
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strength and decides to 
come forward that they are 
almost immediately ques- 
tioned, or not believed. 

Which brings us back 
to the beginning, Jussie 
Smollett’s false police 
report only _ strength- 
ens this narrative of a 
false pretense in sexu- 
al assault allegations. 

NECC student and Lab 
Science major Haley Ab- 
ernathy thinks that “it ab- 
solutely takes away from 
people: who are involved 
in serious hate crimes. 

“Victim shaming for 
so many of these acts 
(rape, hate crimes, etc) is 
a real thing, and I think 
it’s so prevalent because 
people don’t want to be- 
lieve that their or anyone 
else’s morals and _ their 
views on things are wrong 
and honestly, outdated. 

“People want to be ig- 
norant and blind to the 
hate that goes on in our 
communities because they 
think that just because it’s 
2019 nobody is racist, or 
sexist, or homophobic, or 
just downright a bad person 
who makes bad decisions. 

The fact that he could 


orchestrate this entire 
ordeal is disgusting. It 
absolutely takes away 
from real hate crimes. 


No question about it.” 
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Branching out abroad 


Program offers students chance to experience international travel 


By SaraH REGAN-KELLY 
News Editor 

Traveling to another country 
might be easier than it sounds. 
Northern Essex has a unique and 
very accessible study abroad pro- 
gram offered to students. 

Students are able to learn 
about the history and culture of 
the country they are traveling to 
at NECC. 

They then travel to the country 
and experience the food, people, 
studies, and culture. Students are 
also able to earn credits while 
studying abroad. 

Alicia Iola, who works in the 
International Studies department, 
says that she wants students to 
see that “there is a life outside of 
New England.” 

She stated that she didn’t par- 
ticipate in any study abroad op- 
portunities when she was in col- 
lege because she had some travel 
anxieties. 


“The unknown is not some- 
thing I am comfortable with. And 
I think a lot of students in New 
England feel the same way,” she 
said. 

Iola found that a lot of stu- 
dents have not applied to get a 
passport when they are enrolled 
in the study abroad programs. 

She says it’s great to see stu- 
dents get outside of New England 
and get new experiences around 
the world. 

The study abroad programs 
at NECC are very accessible for 
students. The price tag on going 
on a personal trip to a different 
country can be very high. The 
plane, food, hotel, and attraction 
costs can add up very quickly. 
But going through a school pro- 
gram, like the ones at NECC, can 
cut down on costs dramatically. 
There are still costs to traveling 
with the program, but it is less 
than traveling alone. Another 


ANNOUNCEMENT 


Northern Essex Community College is an affirmative action/equal opportunity employer and 
does not discriminate on the basis of race, creed, religion, color, gender, gender identity, sexual 
orientation, age, disability, genetic information, maternity leave, military service and national 


way the program is more acces- 


sible is having students travel ina - 


group. A lot of 4-year colleges of- 
fer study abroad programs where 
students travel alone and are usu- 
ally there for a semester. The pro- 
gram NECC offers lets students 
travel in a group. 

The students are not abroad 
for a semester either. First time 
travelers might find this expe- 
rience more approachable than 
traveling alone. 

Not every community college 
offers study abroad opportunities. 

“It is difficult to get students 
on board because they are only 
here for two years,” Iola said. 

Students aren’t living on cam- 
pus and don’t see other students 
as much as they would if they 
were boarding on campus. This 
means that getting the word out 
about travel experiences can be 
much more difficult. “Not a lot 
of students and faculty know that 
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we offer (study abroad trips),” 
Iola added. 

Study abroad countries are 
chosen by student input. 

Iola host a “tabling event” 
where she has a map laid out and 
asks students where they would 
want to travel. 

Not only does this give stu- 
dents an opportunity to start 
thinking about places they want 
to go, but it also gives the staff of 
the International Studies depart- 
ment a way to figure out where 
students want to go the most. 

There is always a change in 
trends, Iola stated. 

A lot of people usually want 
to go to Italy, Ireland, and En- 
gland because of their heritage. 
But recently, Iola has seen a lot 
of people wanting to go to Japan 
and Germany. 

Being able to take what you 
learn in the classroom and see it 
unfold in front of your eyes is an 


By KATHERINE HAILSON 
Correspondent 


amazing experience. I was for- 
tunate enough to go on a study 
abroad program to Ireland in Jan- 
uary 2018. I learned a lot about 
the literature and history of Ire- 
land in the classroom. When I 
traveled to the country, I was able 
to learn more and apply what I 
learned through the textbooks in 
class. It is a very different experi- 
ence traveling to the country you 
learned about, rather than just 
reading about it through someone 
else’s words. 

“Always ask questions!” Iola 
said enthusiastically. 

“Even if you’re not really on 
board but you are kind of interest- 
ed, feel free to reach out.” 

Iola stressed the point that this 
program is for all students. Not 
just the ones who are passionate 
about traveling. 

“All you have to do is get to 
the airport and we’ll take it from 
there!” she added. 


Should 16-year-olds 
be allowed to vote? 


Empower Act would allow cities and 
towns to lower voting age to 16 or 17 
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Just last month a bill was entered 
into Massachusetts state legislation 
that would lower the local voting age 
to 16 years old (currently 18 years old). 

The bill, known as the Empower Act 
would give cities and towns the right to 
lower the local voting age to 16 or 17. 

Presently, if a city or town wants to 
do so they have to gain approval through 
the state Legislature, using a process 
called “the home rule petition process.” 

The Empower Act would do away 
with this process and make it easi- 
er for cities and towns to lower the 
voting age if they wish to do so. 

This has been noted as a fair- 
ly controversial bill with strong 
opinions coming from both sides. 

Alyssa Ditamaso, 19, and sec- 
ond semester student here at North- 
ern Essex gives her opinion on the bill: 

“T don’t think that’s super wise 
because I don’t think young peo- 
ple are really informed. If they 
taught politics from a younger age 
that would keep people informed.” 

A common question raised about 
lowering the voting age is how it 
would affect the outcome of these elec- 


tions, to which Ditamaso said, “I don’t 
think enough people would vote.” 

A similar opinion came from stu- 
dent Danikza Carrasquillo who | 
simply said, “It’s a terrible idea.” 

However, Mariella Mendez a lib- 
eral arts: writing major at NECC 
sees the bill a little differently. 

She says, “I think it might be a good 
thing. I think it might force them to be 
more aware of what’s happening. At 16 or 
17 I didn’t take the initiative to understand 
what was happening with the elections 
because I wasn’t forced to know what 
was happening. It wasn’t until my senior 
year of high school that I decided to get 
involved with politics. I think elections 
will affect that age range just-as much as 
they would affect a 21 year old. I think 
letting them vote might be an okay thing.” 

Haverhill State Representative Andy 
Vargas is in favor of the Empower Act. 

He reported via Facebook that the 
Eagle- Tribune newspaper in North An- 
dover has endorsed the bill as of Jan- 
uary 2019, saying, “Thanks to the the 
Eagle-Tribune for endorsing the #EM- 
POWERAct, as we seek to boost civ- 
ic engagement and civil discourse.” 


) observer.necc.mass.edu @theneccobse 


WS 


rver [FJ] facebook.com/neccobserver 


Art students show off portfolios 


Event was opportunity to network, get input from four-year schools 


By Patricia GOSSELIN 
Correspondent 


Northern Essex offered 
a chance for art and design 
students to meet with sev- 
eral different art and design 
4-year colleges in the area. 

The colleges represented on 
Feb 16 were MassArt, Montser- 
rat College of Art, Salem State 
University, Umass Lowell, New 
Hampshire Institute of Art, and 
Northern Vermont . University. 

Apart from networking 
with the colleges, NECC stu- 
dents are given the opportu- 
nity to get input from these 
schools about their portfolios. 

Calum McDonald is a thir- 
td year graphic design student 
who attended the event and 
hopes to transfer to MassArt. 
McDonald says he was nev- 
er good at math or writing and 
he just didn’t like school very 
much, but here at NECC his in- 
terest in his education spiked. 

NECC offers an avenue into 
graphic design but he says you 
must be proactiveto make the tools 
available here work for you. Spe- 
cifically, he noted that at NECC 
there’s good physical space to 
work on your art and luckily, they 
keep the classes small so there’s 
lots of one-on-one, if you want it. 

NECC also creates exhib- 
its. showcasing students’ art. 

There is no lack of rep- 
resentation as an art or de- 
sign student here at NECC. 

This helps transform students’ 
artistic dreams into realities. 

McDonald called _the vis- 


iting colleges event a “confi- 
dence booster’ and motivation 
to continue working on his craft. 

McDonald feared _ putting 
his whole life in debt to attend 
a 4-year school without know- 
ing what he wanted to pursue. 
NECC gave him the opportuni- 
ty to take the Ist step in college. 


“It’s an easy way to 
re-insett yourself into  ed- 
ucation” says § McDonald. 


Northern Essex has a lot 
of professors that have also 
taught at 4-year schools. Mc- 
Donald says “they build upon 
what they were taught” and 
help facilitate the transfer from 
a 2-year to a 4-year school. 

Students can focus on build- 
ing their GPA and gaining rel- 
evant experience to their field. 

Chrissy Eichhorn decided this 
was the path for her as well. She’s 
a 2nd year student who’s 19 years 
old, she used the Dual Enrollment 
program here at NECC to supple- 
ment her college career. Eichhorn 
said that she has always liked art, 
that it has always sparked her in- 
terest more than other subjects. 

Her medium is different 
than McDonald’s, she  pre- 
fers drawing and loves pastels. 

Eichhorn says “sometimes 
you don’t like your work, you get 
stuck in a rut, but you get the best 
outcomes when you push your 
mind” and NECC offers students 
a place to expand their technique. 

She. was excited for the 
visit from schools to show 
them the variety of her work 
and to gauge where she 


stands among other students. 
Russell Shoemaker, the Assis- 


tant Director of Admissions was | 
here today representing MassArt. | 
He works specifically with 


students looking to transfer 
which make up 27% of the stu- 
dent population at MassArt. 

Shoemaker said he looks 
for students that work hard and 


their portfolios should show it. § 
They should exhibit a love & 
and passion for their work and § 


for be willing to add outside ex- 
ploration to their experience. 
MassArt stands out be- 
cause they “offer a dou- 
ble-major, which is rare for 
art schools” said Shoemaker. 
Local Boston designer Erin 
Robertson. graduated from 
MassArt with a double ma- 
jor in fashion and fiber art 
and went on to win the 15th 
season of ‘Project Runway’. 
Shoemaker says art and de- 
sign transfer students can “have 
access to tools through the Aca- 
demic Resources Center which 
hosts transfer events like commu- 
nity building and campus tours” 
which can help make the transi- 
tion to a 4-year school seamless. 
The benefits of going to school 

at MassArt extend through financ- 
es so students can save money by 
transferring NECC credits and by 
relatively low cost-of-living in 
dorms and apartments on campus. 
Events like these help the 
students at NECC employ ev- 
ery opportunity for a smooth 
transfer to a 4-year university. 


Photo by Patricia Gosselin 
NECC art and design students recently had the opportu- 
nity to show their portfolios to various other art schools. 


Marriott reps speak to hospitality students 


Presentations give glimpse into world of hotels 


On Monday Feb. 25, 2019, 


By Diana Garcia 
Correspondent 


a career information _ ses- 
sion was held in the Center 
for Business and Accounting. 

Twelve NECC Hospitality 
majors welcomed General Man- 
ager Grace Concepcion, As- 
sistant General Manager Peter 
Chasse, and Director of Sales 
and Marketing David Compton 
all from the Residence Inn: Mar- 
riott located in Danvers, Mass. 

While most of the hospitality 
students were there on assignment 
and a couple just so happened to be 
there wanting to know more about 
the hotel business, the presenta- 
tionso were a pleasant experience. 

Each of the speakers gave a 
mini introduction of their posi- 
tion and how they got their start 

Concepcion is in charge of 
overseeing the entire hotel, bud- 
geting, and accounting and is re- 
sponsible for all the staff and its 
guests or “herding of the cats” 
as Compton so funnily put it. 

Concepcion got her start in 
the hospitality business back in 
2001 by helping her mother to 


There’s something special about working in a hotel....it’s a life- 
style, it’s more than just a job or a career. 
- Assistant General Manager Peter Chasse 


clean rooms at the Court House 
Marriott in Woburn because she 
had fallen and broken her wrist. 

The General Manager at 
the time noticed and decid- 
ed to offer her a job but she 
respectfully declined. After 
few weeks she _ reconsidered 
and worked many positions. 

Concepcion later left to trav- 
el to Spain but when she came 
back, she needed a job with health 
benefits and became a Marriott 
employee once more and stayed 
with the company ever since 
working her way up the chain. 

“T’ve traveled to four different 
brands, I love them all, but my 
favorite is the Residence Inn. My 
favorite is the Residence Inn be- 
cause you get to meet your guests, 
you get to know them, and at 
some point, they don’t want you 


calling them Mr. or Mrs. They 
want you calling them by their 
first name and so we become a 
family not just with the guests but 
with the staff.” Concepcion said. 

Up next was Peter Chasse. 
Chasse started his career back in 
1991 as a Front Desk Clerk at the 
Marriott Courtyard in Danvers 

After 5 years he then left 
to become a Front Desk Man- 
ager for the Marriott Court- 
yard in Woburn so he could 
learn and advance his career. 

Chasse explains, “There’s 
something special about working 
ina hotel - it’s not Monday through 
Friday 9 to 5. It never stops, your 
phone is your best friend. I’ve left 
hospitality, I’ve gone into other 
fields and I’ve missed it immense- 
ly when I’m not in the hospitality 
industry because it’s just always 


something, it’s a lifestyle, it’s 
more than just a job or a career.” 

And now with just a month 
of working at the Marriott Res- 
idence Inn located in Danvers 
Chasse overseas all the opera- 
tions alongside Concepcion and 
as so he’s humorously said, “does 
whatever Grace asks me to.” 


Finally, the last introduc- 
tion was David Compton. 
Before Compton’s career 


at Marriott he actually worked 
for a competitor, Hilton Hotels. 

While being very good at his 
job, Compton stole some business 
from Marriott which brought their 
attention and instead of having 
one of Hilton’s best people con- 
tinuing to steal their business in- 
stead they made him an offer to 
work for them and Compton has 
been with the company ever since. 


And so far through his career 
he has been the Director of Sales 
for five different Marriott Hotels. 

During a Q&A Compton 
amusingly said, “Why does a ho- 
tel need a sales representative? 

“It’s a question Grace and 
Peter ask frequently. But there’s 
a lot of competition out there, 
lot of hotels near the neighbor- 
hood and it’s my job to knock 
on doors near the areas and the 
region and introduce myself. 

“When you’re looking at career 
paths in sales I have the easiest job 
of most salesmen. I represent a 
company called Marriott. I never 
have to introduce the company.” 

Toward the end of the event 
you could see that many of the 
Hospitality majors were very 
pleased with the presentation. 

Concepcion, Chasse, and 
Compton left the students filled 
with more questions and curiosity 
and they answered every single one 
they gave with as much detail and 
experience that they had to give. 

And it is with their hope that 
the students consider a career 
path in the Hospitality industry. 
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Top Notch Theater prepares for spring 
‘Good People’ will be next production for NECC 
BB Die AS OE RS a Te 


When I was thinking about what would be the right production and what students 
are interested (in) and wanting to be a part of the theater program, this show came to 
mind 
- Theater professor Brianne Beatrice 


By Jonas RUZEK 


Correspondent 


Auditions for Northern Es- 
sex Community College’s spring 
were held recently, and the 
community is already express- 
ing excitement about the play. 

This year’s selection of 
Good People by David Lind- 
say-Abaire will be co-directed 
by N.E.C.C. theater professor 
Brianne Beatrice and N.E.C.C. 
student Christian Doyle, hosted 
by N.E.C.C.’s Top Notch Theater 
organization, and performed in 
the Top Notch Theater (which is 
on the third floor of the C-build- 
ing of N.E.C.C.’s Haverhill cam- 
pus) during late April and ear- 
ly May, according to Beatrice. 

Both Beatrice and members of 
the Northern Essex theater com- 
munity are expressing enthusi- 
asm about Good People, a show 
set in South Boston that Beatrice 
describes as a humorous yet seri- 
ous drama about race in America. 

Gwynnethe Glickman and 
Josh Shulz, two local actors who 
performed in N.E.C.C.’s fall pro- 
duction of Stupid F*cking Bird - 
which was co-directed by Brianne 
Beatrice and local actress Sarah 
Durning and won the “2019 Best 
Ensemble Award” at the 2019 


UMMM 


American College Theater Festi- 
val in Hyannis, Mass. - are look- 
ing forward to the spring show. 

Both say they trust Beatrice 
and enjoy her directing style, and 
Glickman says that she finds the 
show selection appealing and 
relatable to modern audiences. 

Beatrice said she is “Ex- 
cited for (the) opportuni- 
ty (to direct Good People).” 

She stated that she is look- 
ing forward to directing it, 
and that the play has “been 
important for a long time.” 

“T think that this play is really 
relevant, and we have not done a 
play that asks us to think about 
race in a really positive and mean- 
ingful way ... When I was think- 
ing about what would be the right 
production and what students are 
interested and wanting to be a 
part of the theater program, this 


ae 


show came to mind,” she added. 

According to Beatrice, Good 
People is an important choice 
and will likely be an impact- 
ful performance for the North- 
em Essex audience: “We’re not 
in a time where we can ignore 
certain issues that are happen- 
ing. The more aware we are of 
what’s happening in our world 
today, especially with the presi- 
dent that we have, and the limita- 
tions in our country, the better.” 

She also said that theater-is a 
“Great voice to express our need 
for equality and our need for op- 
portunities for everyone, equally.” 

But the themes in Good People 
are not the only matter related to 
the play that has the community 
talking. Schulz, who played Dev 
during the run of Stupid F*ck- 
ing Bird, a role he describes as 
light-hearted yet very aware of the 


FSU is Accepting Transfer Application 


If you are thinking about transferring fro1 
community college or another uni 
at Framingham State Universit 


We're ready to help! 


Contact us now and learn about our easy transfer er admis 


* Discover opportunities at FSU 
* Speak with Admissions Counselors 
* Tour our beautiful New England campus 


For more information, visit www.framingham.edu/transfer 
or call 508-626-4500 


pain in the show’s storyline, says 
he is excited about the show be- 
cause of Beatrice’s directing style. 

According to Shulz, “Bri- 
anne Beatrice’s directing style is 
one that leaves room for person- 
al interpretation but, at the same 
time, pushes actors to reach the 
vision that she has for the play. 
This allows her to better com- 
municate the playwright’s vision 
and the message of the play.” 

“I thoroughly believe in the 
style that she teaches and di- 
rects in, and I believe that it 
worked very well ... I agree 
with much of her philosophy and 
the way that she directed (Stu- 
pid F*cking Bird),” he added. 

Glickman agrees: “She’s great. 
She’s super hands-on and really 
involved and really passionate 
about theater as a whole.” Glick- 
man also said Beatrice “saw that 


(Stupid F*cking Bird) has a lot 
of important things to say that 
people need to hear,” a feature 
which Glickman says makes 
her excited about the upcom- 
ing N.E.C.C. spring production. 

She also said she enjoyed Be- 
atrice’s dedication to the messag- 
es of Stupid F*cking Bird: “So 
even though we had, like, four 
people in our audience some- 
times, she was like, “Who gives 
a f*ck? People need to hear it ... 
This show needs to be done.” 

Glickman, who played the role 
of Mash in Stupid F*cking Bird, 
a character she says is “in mourn- 
ing for her life” and “unhappy,” 
but also “so angsty that she’s 
humorous,” said she is looking 
forward to Good People because 
the play is very appealing to mod- 
ern audiences and less “in-your- 
face” than Stupid F*cking Bird. 
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By AARON LEHNER 
Campus Life Editor 


The Student Life Department 
held its first event of Courageous 
Conversations on Feb 20 at the 
Riverwalk Campus to celebrate 
World Day of Social Justice. 

Courageous Conversations is 
a three part event taking place 
throughout the spring semester 
led by Stephanie Haskell, coordi- 
nator of social justice and student 
leadership. 

Students can sit down and 
start a conversation about any- 
thing regarding the awareness 
subject, in this case being social 
justice. 

“Courageous — conversations 
is an invitation for (students) 
to say whatever (they) want to 


say about any sort of problem. I” 


would best describe it as a ‘one 
voice, all ears’ scenario, and it 
is an opportunity for me to say 
‘please excuse my ignorance,’” 
says Haskell 

One of the most important 
things to consider is the meaning 
of social justice, she says. 

Haskell says each student 
interviewed gave a different 
response to what they think it 
means. 

For Haskell, social justice is 
about the feeling of security a 
person has in being included and 
acknowledged in society. 

“My goal is to make everyone 
feel included because everyone 
contributes to society. People 
need to look at life, community 
needs to be open and accepting, 


says Haskell. 

Social justice is a staple in 
higher education with many col- 
leges making great effort to in- 
clude students of all identities. 

Connie Bodemer, Deaf Stud- 
ies major, says that by working 
with Student Life as a New Stu- 
dent Advocate (NSA), she has 
had the opportunity to listen to 
the other voices of the student 
body. She has also given a voice 
to the deaf community by being 
a representative through Student 
Life. 

“The deaf and hard of hearing 
community is often misrepre- 
sented, and there are many mis- 
conceptions about it. People feel 
bad when a person can’t hear and 
pity them, but I know there are 
so many clubs and organizations 
to help. They live their lives just 
like any other person, the com- 
munity is very tight knit,” says 
Bodemer. 

Bodemer is an active member 
of the American Sign Language 
Club, and helps to raise aware- 
ness to make people who are deaf 
more included on campus as she 
continues her training to become 
a sign language interpreter. 

There are many clubs and ac- 
tivities that are designed to edu- 
cate students and faculty about 
campus diversity at NECC. 

The Gender and Sexuality Al- 
liance (GSA) is one such club. 
According to club president, Col- 
by Patrie, the club strives to, “... 
bring acceptance, educate, give 
support, advocate for the queer 


community and its allies regard- 
less of gender and sexuality.” 

Between discussing problems 
that the LGBTQ community face 
on a regular basis and teaching 
queer history, the GSA is another 
community that gives students a 
voice in social issues. 

On Feb 13, the GSA made a 
presentation celebrating Black 
History Month by showing Afri- 
can-American historical figures 
who were also in the LBGTQ 


community. 
While being interviewed, 
Haskell also mentioned the 


NECC institute accreditation for 
being a Hispanic Serving Institu- 
tion (HSI). 

Northern Essex was the first 
certified HSI in New England. 

Federal institutes must have at 
least 25 percent Hispanic enroll- 
ment rate to be eligible for HSI. 

According to Community and 
International Relations director, 
Analuz Garcia, Northern Essex 
has approximately 48 percent 
enrollment rate of Hispanic and 
Latinx students. 

“Hopefully (Courageous Con- 
versations) can be a long term 
thing that spreads to other de- 
partments besides student life.” 
says Haskell. 

“You can definitely broaden 
people’s. perspectives with Cou- 
rageous Conversations. No mat- 
ter where I go, people are going 
to say things about deaf people 
that I know is wrong. The same 
thing can be applied to any mi- 
nority,” says Bodemer. 
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Courageous conversations 


Student Life hosts series of events to spur dialogue about social issues 


P oto by Aaron Lehner 


Stephanie Haskell, coordinator of social justice and 
student leadership, recently hosted the first in a series of 
‘Courageous Conversations” on campus. 


The upcoming events for Cou- 
rageous Conversations are Gen- 
der Equality Month on March 14 
on Haverhill Campus 11:00-1:30, 
Sexual Harassment Awareness 
Month on April 18 at Riverwalk 
and Lawrence 11:00am-1:30pm. 


For more information about 
upcoming events, you can con- 
tact Stephanie Haskell in SC215 
at (978) 556-3279 or shaskell@ 
necc.mass.edu. 


Farmers Market continues to please 
Free, fresh produce is available for NECC students, faculty, staff once a month 


By ANDREW VENDITTI 
Correspondent 


A crowd of students, 
faculty and staff gath- 
ered for  February’s 
Farmers Market to 
get fresh beets, canta- 
loupe, strawberries and 
more; all free of charge. 

In total, more than 
6,000 pounds of fresh 
fruit and vegetables were 
delivered to the NECC 
Haverhill campus on 
Feb. 26, all of which was 
available to any student or 
staff member interested. 

“It’s awesome _ that 
people who can’t afford 
it can come here and 
get some fresh food,” 
said Chantelle Garcia. 

Garcia is working 
on her degree in dental 
hygiene at Northern Es- 
sex, and stopped by the 


event to grab some fruit. 

Northern Essex works 
with the Greater Bos- 
ton Food Bank to have 
a truck filled with food 
delivered each month 
to both the Haverhill 
and Lawrence Campus. 

Karen Hruska,  di- 
rector of the Counsel- 
ing Center at NECC, 
oversaw the event. 

She said that this pro- 
gram is great because 
it can help students 
and her colleagues that 
may be struggling fi- 
nancially have access 
to fresh, healthy food. 

According to Hrus- 
ka, the Farmer’s Mar- 
ket has been recurring 
monthly for what will 
be two years in April. 

Something that is 


a little newer, Hruska 
said, is the Smart Meals 
food for free program. 

Local hotels, schools 
and restaurants deep 
freeze extra food from 
their kitchens and pack- 
age it up as full meals. 

These are available 
at the express centers on 
both the Haverhill and 
Lawrence campuses. 

The next Farmer’s 
Market on the Haverhill 
campus will be March 
26, from 12:30 p.m. to | 
p.m. at the One Stop Stu- 
dent Center, SC Building 

The Farmers Mar- 
ket Mini Mart will also 
be held March 26 on 
the Lawrence campus 
at the El-Hefni build- 
ing, 414 Common St. 
from | p.m. to 1:30 p.m. 
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By MarigELLA MENDEZ 
‘y Oto : 4 "Amy Cameron 
the Academic Preparation and 
ESL coordinator at Northern 
Essex, but she also teaches 
yoga. Karen Hruska was the 
coordinator of the event that 
happened Feb. 27. A yoga 
session was held at The Hub 
in the student center, and was 
open to all faculty, students 
and staff. The email that was 
sent out specified that it was 
“Gentle yoga for all levels” 
and “Beginners welcome.” 
The email included a “why” 
section and explained that 
the purpose was to “improve 
strength, flexibility, focus, and 
stress-management skills.” 
At the yoga session, Cam- 
eron walked around and help 
students set up their yoga mats, 
many of which she provided. 
Before starting, she made sure 
everyone was comfortable and 
had what they needed. Staff 
made sure to clear the Hub 
space which allowed plenty 
of room for the participants to 
move freely. Due to the high 
window covered ceilings, a lot 


of natural light poured into the 


room making it a peaceful and 
calm space for yoga. Students 
were suggested to wear clothes 
that allow them to move and 


r 
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Yoga-to try it 


NECC starts monthly yoga sessions 


many of them came prepared 
with yoga mats and athletic 
wear. She began by introducing 
herself and reiterating that they 
would be learning “flexibility 
exercises and relaxation meth- 
ods.” The session began with 
some simple meditation, as the 
participants were asked to lay 
on their backs with their eyes 
closed. Cameron sat in the front 
with her eyes closed, and asked 
the participants to clear their 
minds of any stressful thoughts 
as she began her session. 

A few students around cam- 
pus shared their thoughts about 
this event. Katherine Hailson, 
21, Liberal Arts: Writing Major 
shared that she was not aware 
of this event but would be 
open to attending in the future. 

She says that, “yoga is great 


‘and would definitely have a 


positive impact on the stu- 
dents who regularly attend.” 
Hailson expresses the impor- 
tance of providing access to 
free yoga classes because they 
“tend to be expensive.” She 
also suggested to bring back 
meditation sessions, saying, “I 
know that a few semesters ago 
we had a meditation group on 
campus that I did attend once, 
but the space it was offered 


in was rather uninviting and I 
chose not to go again.” Hail- 
son also brought up the fact 
that clubs and events always 
seem to interfere with her class 
schedule and that there have 
been many events on campus 
that she has missed out on 
due to lack of advertisement. 

Melanie Polanco, 19, Com- 
munications major says, “Yoga 
isn’t my thing at all but I’m 
sure if students enjoy yoga, 
then it will impact them, I 
think it’s cool that they’re 
doing yoga for everyone.” 
Polanco mentioned that she 
worked with kids and there 
were many events in which 
yoga instructors would visit 
and do yoga with the children. 
Polanco suggests that, “more 
things can definitely be done 
to promote stress relieving ac- 
tivities, for example they can 
keep doing the destress fest, 
that they’ve done in the past.” 

The yoga session will be 
held monthly at NECC and 
will be instructed by Amy 
Cameron. For any questions 
about this event you may con- 
tact her at acameron@necc. 
mass.edu or Karen Hruska 
at khruska@necc.mass.edu. 


Photo by Mariella Mendez 
Participants lay down to begin the meditation process 
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NECC takes on NENPA 


Journalism students attend newspaper convention in Boston 


By DempRE GRANT 
Arts and Entertainment Editor 


Friday, Feb. 15 NENPA the 
New England Newspaper and 
Press Association (NENPA) 
hosted their annual convention 
in the Seaport district of Bos- 
ton. 

NENPA is a professional 
trade organization for news- 
papers in the six New En- 
gland states: Massachusetts, 
Connecticut, New Hampshire, 
Vermont, Maine and Rhode 
Island. 

NENPA produces a two day 
convention each year featur- 
ingworkshops, panels, semi- 
nars and training sessions. 

Communication / journal- 
ism majors got to experience 
it firsthand, with the help of 
Professor Amy Callahan. 

Professor Amy Callahan, 
also head of the journalism / 
communication department 
attends NENPA every year. 
She has an in for letting stu- 
dents participate in this event 
to help them gain knowledge 
and skills towards their future 
career. 

Communications ~ Major 
Bryce Grant said “ I wanted 
to take advantage of the op- 
portunity to go since college 
students get in for free, and 
considering the price for entry 
I knew it was going to be very 
informative and prestigious.” 

Although Grant was not 
looking for any connections 
this year she was able to sit 
in on a couple of panels to see 
the kind of networking and 
exchange of information that 
these conventions bring. 

Day one of NENPA fo- 
cused on the print side of jour- 
nalism with ongoing events 
every hour from 9:00 a.m. to 
7:00 p.m. 

One panel that students 
took part of was called “Social 
Selling” which discussed the 
advantages of using social me- 
dia to gain back lost revenue 
and how to find new advertis- 
ers in the use of social media. 

Through this experience 


Lexi Fontaine, communica- 
tion / journalism student felt 
like she achieved her goals of 
networking through attend- 
ing NENPA by talking during 
the panels, asking many 
questions, and handing out 
her business cards to booths 
around the convention. 

“T felt that it would be a 
great opportunity to see what 
was out there” added Fontaine. 

Another panel that  stu- 
dents sat in on was the Col- 
lege Roundtable, where just 
college students got their 
questions answered in regards 
to their schools’ newspaper 
and how to better it or find a 
solution to a problem they are 
having within their newspaper. 
This was a great opportunity 
for our NECC students to sit 
in on because everyone who 
participated or sat in on the 
panel had similar ties and oth- 
er college students problems 
that were relatable to ours, as 
well as our questions being an- 
swered by some of the best in 
the local industry. 

Grant took it upon herself 
to ask a question she felt our 
newspaper was struggling 
with. “I wanted to ask a ques- 
tion regarding our school 
newspaper because I felt it 
was a good opportunity. The 
speakers gave some good ad- 
vice that I brought back,” said 
Grant 

This year students also 
were able to attend the New 
England First Amendment 
Award Luncheon. 

Stephen Engelberg was 
honored for his work with Pro- 
Publica. 

The New England First 
Amendment Coalition’s mis- 
sion is to defend, promote and 
expand public access to the 
government and the work it 
does. 

This years emcee for the 
luncheon was Janet Wu, 
a member of the the NE- 
FAC’s board of Directors and 
WCVB’s NewsCenter 5 Mas- 
sachusetts political reporter. 

Wu has held many awards 


and distinctions, one of her 
most prestigious would be 
her 2013 Emmy. This award 
recognized Wu’s work on the 


station’s political coverage 
during the 2014 campaign sea- 
son. I 


had the opportunity to 
meet Wu in person and let her 
know what an inspiration she 
has been to journalism. Before 
Wu’s years as a news anchor 
she had originally planned to 
go into printjournalism but 
during the 1970’s print jour- 
nalism wasn’t doing so well 
and broadcast journalism had 
opportunity to make more 
money 

“For young women who 
are interested in this industry 
they need to be aggressive 
with what they are going after 
and to not give up,” said Wu. 

Although Wu is not opti- 
mistic towards to the future of 
journalism she believes there 
is a way to help journalism 
stay alive with visual and au- 
dio classes. 

The NENPA convention is 
held yearly and and students 
like Fontaine and Grant are 
eager to come again. 

“I would definitely go to 
this event again for as many 
years as I could get so much 
experience. You never know 
who you will meet at these 
types of events either!” Fon- 
taine explained. 

Grant enjoyed the event 
and she said she feels that it 
would be more enjoyable the 
second time around when she 
gets hands on experience and 
furthers her education. 

According to its website: 

“NENPA recognizes the 
extraordinary achievements 
of newspapers and newspaper 
personnel in the six-state New 
England region by presenting 
a wide variety of prestigious 
awards each year. NENPA also 


-supports students by awarding 


scholarships to college stu- 
dents and high school seniors 
interested in pursuing a career 
in the newspaper field.” 


Courtesy photo 


WCVE political and investigative reporter Janet Wu and 


NECC student Deidre Grant. 


Courtesy photo 


NECC students, from left, Bryce Grant, Deidre Grant and 
Lexi Fontaine at the NENPA convention in Boston. 


Shopping with a preference 


NECC students embrace their own individual fashion styles 


Here at Northern Essex we 
have a variety of students who 
come from all different places. 

They all dress  accord- 
ing to their preference. 

Whether it be casual, dressy, 
and even some laid back styles, 
students have their go to stores 
that they shop at, from always 
finding their go to styles and fab- 
rics, and even finding the places 
with the most affordable prices. 


Some may prefer the most 
popular stores and others pre- 
fer the laid back thrift shops. 


Students were asked 
what are their preferred 
stores to shop at and why. 

Megan Sullivan, 


a Liberal arts major here at 
Northern Essex says, “I mostly 
shop at thrift stores such as Salva- 
tion Army, and Savers. I am very 
into the vintage look, and these 


stores usually have what I am 
looking for. Sometimes I go into 
Forever 21, but I am more on the 
picky side.” 
Sullivan likes that she can find 
affordable yet vintage clothes 
that can’t be seen anywhere else 
On the other hand Alexis 
Khalil a nursing student at North- 
ern Essex says “For me my go 
to store is Marshalls, I love 
that I can find active wear 


there and at TJ Maxx, Anoth- 
er one would be Nordstrom.” 
Khalil loves the fact that you 
can find sporty and comfortable 
clothes at these discounted stores. 
Some students prefer a more 


simple yet effective route. 
Amber Page a _ Nurs- 
ing student here 
at Northern Essex says 


“My favorite store to shop at is 
Walmart. It’s cheaper and better.” 


Every student has_ their pre- 
ferred stores that they go to. 

Some find different stylethat 
can only be seen in certain stores 
and others found that some of the 
styles were both cute yet cost ef- 
fective at their preferred stores, 
and others simply prefer a pecu- 
liar store for their high end quality. 
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A diamond in the rough 


Robbie Quinlan seized opportunities for growth NECC basketball offered 


By CAMERYN TIEULI 
Sports Editor 


Robbie Quinlan is a 64” sec- 
ond year player for the Northern 
Essex Knights basketball team. 

He’s an extremely versatile 
player that splits time between 
the guard and forward spots, 
despite being the team’s tallest 
player according to their posted 
roster. ; 
Upon his graduation from 
NECC, he intends to attend and 
play for Plymouth State. That 
will be his 3rd year playing col- 
lege basketball, which 3 more 
years than he played for varsity 
basketball in high school. 

Quinlan attended North An- 
dover High and graduated in 
2016 with no years of basketball 
played. 

The reason wasn’t talent or ac- 
ademics, but rather behaivoral is- 
sues and immaturity. He was ho- 
meschooled until seventh grade 
and sometimes did things to fit 
in that would get him in trouble. 


his obvious talent. 

Instead of continuing down 
this dark path, Quinlan decided 
to rectify his past mistakes. 

He more than redeemed 
himself during his two years at 
NECC. His first year, he was one 
of the first guys to come off the 
bench for a very goood basket- 
ball team,despite having played 
next to none high-level orga- 
nized basketball the previous 
three years. 

He had also changed as a per- 
son, making much more respon- 
sible and healthy decisions for 
himself. 

His second year playing got 
off to a good start, but a stress 
fracture in his foot ended his sea- 
son prematurely. 

This was symbolic of the 
Knights disapointing 10-18 sea- 
son, that they will look to bounce 
back from. Unfortunately for 
them it will be without Quinlan, 


player while at NECC is only 
matched by his growth as a per- 
son while here. 

This was evident when he 
was asked about his experience 
as a NECC athlete, to which he 
repled, “Skills such as discipline 
and teamwork have taught me 
many lessons throughout my two 
seasons with this program. Coach 
Tardiff did so much to develop 
my ability as basketball player, 
but did even more to help devel- 
op me as a man off the court.” 

This well though out and 
articulate response shows the 
heightened awareness and char- 
acter development that Quinlan 
accrued while at NECC. 

No more trying to be the class 
clown. Instead he is focused on 
basketball and academics. One 
would expect that he will contin- 
ue to develop as man, and as bas- 
ketball player, at his next stop. 
If it that turns out to be so, the 


This resulted in a suspension at _as he will be taking his talents to Plymouth State has found itself a Coartar Eee? 
one point and being blackballed Plymouth State. diamond in the rough. Robbie Quinlan 
from high school sports, despite His growth as a basketball 
Knights Baseball Schedule 
March 
Sun. 10 at University of Connecticut at Avery Point 1:00 PM 
at University of Connecticut at Avery Point 3:30 PM 
Sat. 16 vs. Bucks County Community College @ Sanford Memorial Stadium 10:00 AM 
vs. Oakton Community College @ Sanford Stadium, Sanford FL 1:30 PM 
Sun.17 vs. Herkimer College @ Lake Myrtle Park # 5, Lake Myrtle FL 3:00 PM 
vs. Herkimer College @ Lake Myrtle Park #5, Lake Myrtle FL 6:00 PM 
Tue. 19 vs. Brookdale Community College @ Lake Myrtle Park # 1, Lake Myrtle FL 
9:00 AM 
vs. Brookdale Community College @ Lake Myrtle Park # 1, Lake Myrtle FL 12:30 PM 


Thu. 21 vs. Prince George's Community College @ Lake Myrtle Park#4, Lake Myrtle FL 


vs. Herkimer College @ Lake Myrtle Park # 4, Lake Myrtle FL 

vs. Hudson Valley Community College @ Lake Myrtle Park #1 
vs. Hudson Valley Community College @ Lake Myrtle Park # 1 

vs. Century College @ Lake Myrtle Park#3, Lake Myrtle FL 
vs. Century College @ Lake Myrtle Park#3, Lake Myrtle FL 

at Community College of Rhode Island * 4 
at Eastern CT State (JV) 
at Great Bay CC 


Fri. 22 
Sat. 23 
Tue. 26 


Fri. 29 
Sun. 31 


10:00 AM 
1:00 PM 
9:30 AM 
12:30 PM 
9:45 AM 
12:00 PM 
3:30 PM 
5:00 PM 
12:00 PM 
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By Ottvia MULLINS 
Correspondent 


On Feb. 19, 2019, Northern 
Essex hosted its very first ath- 
letic open house for the incom- 
ing freshmen who are looking 
to come and play for the NECC 
Knights. 

The night was run by Dan 
Blair who is the director or ath- 
letics, and Jeff Mejia who is the 
assistant director of athletics. 

Blair talked about the upcom- 
ing sports this coming fall, the 
sports that they already offer, 
and what the requirements are if 
they want to participate in those 
sports. 

There was a video project that 
featured four athletes so that they 
could give the upcoming fresh- 
men a perspective on what it’s 
like to compete for the NECC 
knights. 

The video featured Kyle 
Hawes who plays baseball for the 
knights. 


fF] facebook.com/neccobserver 


Athletics hosts Open House 
Future students introduced to NECC 


The main goal for the night was to have possible upcoming athletes get an overview 
of what the athletic life is like here. 
- Athletics Director Dan Blair 


The video also _ featured 
Hawes’s dad who talked about 
how much money they saved in 2 


"years just by coming here. 


About a total of 20 kids 
showed up that were interested in 
athletic. 

Most of them were boys that 
were interested in baseball. After 
the open house was held, students 
were allowed to go tour the whole 
campus and come watch the 
men’s last home basketball game. 

Blair stated that the meet- 


ing was held during Massachu- 
setts’s February vacation so that 
kids from Massachusetts schools 
could come without school inter- 
fering. 

“The main goal for the night 
was to have possible upcoming 
athletes get an overview what 
the athletic life is like here,” says 
Blair. 

“The main focus was to have 
them talk to the coaches and see 
if what the season would be like 
if they played that sport. 


“We also wanted to bring the 
students to campus so they could 
start admissions early and what 
else the athletic department of- 
fers. The door is always open for 


_ students that are interested.” 


Blair also stated that there is a 
possible chance for another ath- 
letic open house but the dates are 
undetermined as of right now. 

The sports that are offered here 
for men are cross country, track 
& field, basketball, baseball, and 
golf. For women sports, there’s 


cross country, track & field, soft- 
ball, volleyball, and golf. 

As a reminder, NECC is add- 
ing men’s soccer, women’s bas- 
ketball, and esports in Fall 2019. 

For any full time, students in- 
terested in sports, contact head 
of athletics Dan Blair at dbalir@ 
necc.masss.edu, assistant of ath- 
letics Jeff Mejia at jmejia@necc. 
edu, or another assistant of athlet- 
ics Maureen Saliba at msaliba@ 
necc.mass.edu. 


Baseball team aims 
for continued success 


Team looks forward to 2019 season 


STARTING 


MAY 28, 2019 
& JULY 1, 2019 


JUMP ON 
THE FALL 
SEMESTER! 


4, . 
te A 


-AND ONLINE | 
COURSES . 


-BAYPATH.EDU/SUMMERSESSIONS 
413.565.1222 © LONGMEADOW, MA 


ID) BAY PATH 
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By NicHoLas Musto 
Correspondent 


District F champions the NECC 
Knights look to continue their suc- 
cess with this up and coming season. 

After falling short in the World 
Series a year ago the Knights 
are looking for some revenge. 

The Knights have had very suc- 
cessful teams year after year due 
to the amount of hard work they 
put in during the fall season and 
the winter, training for the spring. 

They play most of their games right 
on campus so anybody can come by 
and watch the boys rip up the dirt. 

During spring break the Knights 
will be traveling down to Florida 
for a week to start off the season. 

This is a great opportunity for a 
program to get a jump start on compe- 
tition around them due to the cold and 
snowy conditions in New England. 

The Knights schedule is 
posted online for anybody to 
look up and come see a game. 

Lots of fans travel to see them 
play, because of the professionalism 
that they approach the game with. 

Grab some _ peanuts, water, 
and your most comfortable fold- 
ing chair and relax while watch- 
ing the Knights do their thing. 

“We have a really strong return- 
ing class coming back from the 


World Series and a strong incoming ~ 


class,” said Spencer Balian. “Hav- 
ing some key transfers coming in 
from other junior colleges and 4 year 
institutions. I am looking to outper- 
form myself from last season and 
gain attention from college scouts.” 
“IT have a pretty good feeling 
about this year’s team,” said Sulai 
Guilbault. “We have a solid group 
of hitters; our defense eats up any- 
thing that comes their way. Not to 
mention our bullpen that consists of 
about 15 hard working pitchers in- 
cluding myself. I hope to bring home 
a championship this season before I 
graduate for NECC this year. We are 
a great group of athletes with passion 
and dedication towards the game.” 
“This year just like any oth- 

er year the Knights will be a very 
difficult team to beat,” said Andy 
Reidy former Knights _ player 
“They are loading from offense to 
defense, they have no real weakness. 
While play on the team last year and 
winning our district and going to the 
World Series it was an unbelievable 
experience. I just want all the guys to 
have the same thrill and success as I 
did last year. I can’t wait to stop by 
and catch a couple games this season.” 
The NECC Knights are ready for a 
long season and an uphill battle but will 
anybody stand in their way as they try 
to repeat for another World Series run? 
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A snowy silence on the Haverhill campus 


Photo by Brennan Cooney 


nearly empty NECC warms in the late daylight after a heavy snowfall that prevented the college’s day classes from meeting 


